Smokers in Romania can stay calm: The only anti-smoking law rests in Parliament
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Contrary to what the Council of the European Union recommended, Romania has not
adopted any anti-smoking measures, being one of the only countries in which one can
smoke in public areas. “There is no law that would ban smoking on January 1, 2013. The
only anti-smoking law rests in Parliament,” Magdalena Ciobanu, medical doctor within
the ‘Marius Nasta’ Pneumology Institute, stated for realitatea.net.

According to a recommendation that the Council of the European Union made in 2009, all EU
countries should enforce anti-smoking laws in order to fully protect EU citizens against exposure
to cigarette smoke in open public areas, at the workplace and in public transportation by the end
of 2012. The deadline was November 30, 2012. Only Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, United Kingdom and Bulgaria
introduced a full smoking ban in open public areas.

“In Romania nothing will happen on January 1, 2013. It was a misunderstanding. The Council’s
recommendation was not compulsory. There is no law in this sense. The only anti-smoking law
rests in Parliament. We're talking about Mrs. Manuela Mitrea’s draft that was adopted by the
Senate,” Dr. Magdalena Ciobanu, coordinator of the ‘Stop Smoking’ National Program, stated.

In what concerns the new law that bans smoking in taxis, work vehicles, children’s parks and
universities in all EU states, Dr. Magdalena Ciobanu pointed out that there was a
misunderstanding. “Several communiqués were issued on the same day. Smoking was not
about to be banned, the deadline on which each country should have adopted measures had
expired. However, we're talking about a recommendation, not an obligation,” Magdalena
Ciobanu explained.

Nevertheless, the doctor pointed out that Romania will have to fall in line with EU requests and
will have to adopt measures. “lt's embarrassing that no measure has been adopted so far,” the
doctor added. The only law in force in Romania is law 349/2002 for preventing and combating
the effects of the consumption of tobacco products, published in the Official Gazette, issue
number 435, on June 21, 2012.

Fumatorii din Romania pot sta linistiti:0 Singura legea impotriva fumatului zace in
Parlament
Romania nu a adoptat nicio masura impotriva fumatului, asa cum a recomandat
Consiliul Uniunii Europene. A ramas printre singurele tari in care inca se mai poate fuma
in spatiile publice. "Nu exista nicio lege care sa interzica fumatul de la 1 ianuarie 2013.
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Singura lege impotriva fumatului zace in Parlament", a declarat Magdalena Ciobanu,
medic in cadrul Institutului de Pneumologie Marius Nasta, pentru Realitatea.net.

Potrivit unei recomandari a Consiliului Uniunii Europene din 2009, toate tarile UE trebuie sa
puna in aplicare legile respective pentru a proteja pe deplin cetatenii UE impotriva expunerii la
fumul de tutun in spatiile publice inchise, la locurile de munca si in mijloacele de transport
public pana in acest an. Termenul limita a fost 30 noiembrie 2012.

Doar Belgia, Cipru, Grecia, Ungaria, Irlanda, Letonia, Lituania, Luxemburg, Polonia, Slovacia,
Spania, Regatul Unit si Bulgaria au introdus o interdictie totala a fumatului in spatiile publice
inchise.

"In Romania nu se va intampla nimic de 1 ianuarie 2013. A fost o neintelegere. Recomandarea
Consiliului nu a fost obligatorie. Nu exista nicio lege in acest sens. Singura lege impotriva
fumatului zace in Parlament. Este vorba de proiectul doamnei Manuela Mitrea care a fost
adoptat de Senat", a precizat medicul Magdalena Ciobanu, coordonator al Programului National
Stop Fumat.

Céat despre noua lege care ar interzice fumatul in taxi, masini de serviciu, parcuri pentru copii
sau universitati din toate tarile din comunitate, medicul Magdalena Ciobanu a precizat ca a
existat o neintelegere. "In aceeasi zi au fost transmise mai multe comunicate. Nu era vorba c&
va fi interzis fumatul ci c& a expirat termenul limita la care fiecare tara trebuia s& ia masuri. insa
vorbim de o recomandare, nu de o obligatie", a explicat Magdalena Ciobanu pentru
REALITATEA.NET.

Cu toate acestea, medicul precizeaza ca va trebui ca Romania sa se alinieze cerintelor Uniunii
Europene si sa ia masuri. "E jenant ca nu s-a luat nicio masura pana acum", a completat
medicul.

Singura lege in vigoare in Roméania este Legea nr.349 din 6 iunie 2002, pentru prevenirea si
combaterea efectelor consumului produselor din tutun, iar textul actului este publicat in M.Of.
nr. 435/21 iun. 2002.
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