French police changes strategy: They no longer arrest Romanian beggars, but hunt down their leaders
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Aggressive beggary is in the crosshairs of the new Paris police prefect, Bernard
Boucault, who gave up arresting beggars and instead goes after the heads of the
networks that exploit beggars. The strategy produced good results in other parts of
France.

In six months, French police handed out thousands of fines to beggars, but none was paid.
Many beggars were arrested dozens of times but they were not repatriated because there was
not enough evidence, according to Europe 1, quoted by Mediafax.

The beggars live in poverty and many of them ended up in this situation because they had to
pay back debts at high interest rates. For instance, for 1,000 Euro borrowed, they had to give
back 10,000, under pressure and threat, a police commissioner said.

A long-term investigation at Annemasse, close to the Swiss border, led to the arrest of seven
people, who are suspected of having exploited beggars who were sent to Geneva. The money
collected was sent to Romania.

Politia franceza schimba strategia: Nu mai aresteaza cersetoarii romani, in schimb le
vaneaza lideriil

Cersetoria "agresiva" este in vizorul noului prefect al politiei din Paris, Bernard Boucault,
care a renuntat la arestarea cersetorilor, vizandu-i direct pe capii retelelor care ii
exploateaza, strategie care a dat rezultate in alte regiuni ale Frantei.
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in sase luni, politistii parizieni au intocmit 2.000 de procese verbale in cartierele
Champs-Elysees, in marile magazine si la muzeul Louvru, dar amenzile nu au fost platite, fiind
vizali in special cersgetorii romani, relateaza postul de radio Europe 1, citat de Mediafax.

De asemenea, efectul disuasiv al acestui dispozitiv pare limitat: unii au fost arestati de 90 de ori,
fara a se lua vreo decizie de repatriere, neputand invoca tulburarea ordinii publice, potrivit
judecatorilor.

Cersetorii sunt "persoane determinate de sefii lor si de mizeria in care se afla, obligati sa
doarma pe materiale recuperate din gropile de gunoi, in gurile de evacuare a apelor pluviale, in
masini abandonate", potrivit comisarului Guffon, citat de postul de radio Europe 1. "Acesti
oameni au fost obligati sa ramburseze datorii contractate in strainatate. De exemplu: pentru
1.000 de euro imprumutati, trebuiau sa rambursese 10.000 de euro sub presiune gi
amenintare", adauga acesta.

O ancheta pe termen lung la Annemasse, in Haute-Savoie, in apropierea frontierei elvetiene, a
dus la arestarea a sapte persoane. Romanii sunt suspectati ca au exploatat cersgetori care
faceau du-te vino la Geneva intr-o singura zi. Au fost stransi astfel 100.000 de mii de euro care
au fost trimisi direct in Romania.

"Sistemul de clan" va fi distrus de politia judiciara pentru a reduce cat mai mult "cersetoria
agresiva", iar politistii vor multiplica in aceasta vara patrulele in statiunile balneare pentru a
evita escrocheriile legate de actele de caritate sau falsele petitii.
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