Mark Gitenstein: Romanian Roma should organize like African-Americans did in the US

Written by Administrator
Monday, 17 December 2012 00:50 - Last Updated Monday, 17 December 2012 05:40

Roma ethnics in Romania should better organize themselves from a political standpoint,
just like African-Americans did in the United States in order to put an end to
discrimination, US Ambassador to Bucharest Mark Gitenstein stated, Mediafax informs.

“It is very discouraging for me to watch the situation of the Roma. | grew up in the deep south in
the United States and | saw exactly the same things done to African-Americans, who were
marginalized and discriminated by the majority population,” outgoing ambassador Mark
Gitenstein stated in an interview for AFP.

“The Roma will have to organize in order to wield more political power (...) otherwise nobody is
dealing with these problems,” Gitenstein said.

Romania has 620,000 Roma according to the official census, two million according to NGOs.
The improving of the Roma’s situation was an issue almost absent from the campaign for the
general elections that ended last week. However, “this is one of the biggest challenges
Romania faces right now” according to Gitenstein.

Mark Gitenstein: Romii din Romania ar trebui sa se organizeze ca afroamericanii din
SUA
Romii din Romania ar trebui sa se organizeze mai bine din punct de vedere politic, asa
cum au facut persoanele de culoare in Statele Unite, pentru a pune capat discriminarii, a
apreciat ambasadorul american la Bucuresti, Mark Gitenstein , scrie Mediafax.

"Este foarte descurajant sa vezi situatia romilor. Am crescut in sudul Statelor Unite si am vazut
exact aceleasi lucruri in cazul afroamericanilor, care erau marginalizati si discriminati" de
populatia majoritara, a declarat Mark Gitenstein intr-un interviu acordat AFP inaintea incheierii
mandatului.

Romania numara 620.000 de romi, potrivit recensamantului oficial, si doua milioane, potrivit
organizatiilor neguvernamentale.

Daca au fost facute progrese in termeni de scolarizare, ei continua sa suporte discriminari in
special in termeni de locuri de munca si locuinta.

"Romii vor trebui sa se organizeze pentru a exercita mai multa putere politica (...), altfel nimeni
nu trateaza aceste probleme", apreciaza Gitenstein, subliniind dificultatile unei populatji
mentinute in sclavie pana in 1856.
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Ameliorarea situatiei romilor a fost aproape absenta din campania electorala pentru alegerile
legislative, care s-a incheiat saptamana trecuta.

Totusi, "este una dintre cele mai mari provocari careia Romania trebuie sa ii faca fata", potrivit
lui Gitenstein.
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