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The Algerian Ambassador to Bucharest , Habib Chawki Hamraoui, on Monday said that
the authorities from his country did not make any communication error regarding the
Romanian hostages from In Amenas, showing that clear information about their state
was sent. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Titus Corlatean, on Sunday evening said that
the Romanian authorities could have managed the situation differently in the case of the
second Romanian dead citizen in Algeria, if they had been informed that he had a
“serious” health problem, which was endangering his life.0

"l would like to present condolences to the Romanian people, to the families of the victims of the
terrorist attack from In Amenas. It was a complex and complicated operation. The army was
obliged to take action, at the right moment both to release the Algerian and foreign people and
because there was no precedent in the negotiations with the terrorists. So | would like to
present the condolences and the clear position of Algeria: without negotiations with the
terrorists, the incapable fight against terrorism", said the Algerian Ambassador.

He stressed that there was no communication error from the Algerian authorities.

"We told the Romanian authorities that we have one dead person, three people released and
we did not have any information about one of the people. And when we had information
regarding the death of the fifth Romanian, we informed the Romanian authorities.” the diplomat
highlighted.

He said that the Algerian authorities do not blame themselves for anything.

Titus Corlatean said that MAE announced the death of the second Romanian when they had
this information “confirmed and certified”.

~What | regretted was the fact that the information provided to us was not complete and we
were not told that there is a serious health issue, which could endanger his life, because if we
had known, we would have managed, including the communication with the family, differently.’
said Corlatean, referring to the second Romanian who lost his life in Algeria.
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Regarding the way in which MAE communicated in the situation of the hostages from Algeria,
Corlatean said that in such situations there are some procedures, that the ministry respected.

0 CRIZA OSTATICILOR. Corlatean, CONTRAZIS de ambasadorul Algeriei: Nu a fost eroare
de comunicare

Ambasadorul Algeriei la Bucuresti, Habib Chawki Hamraoui, a declarat, luni, ca nu a fost
nicio eroare de comunicare din partea autoritatilor din tara sa privindu-i pe ostaticii
romani de la In Amenas, aratand ca au fost transmise informatii clare despre starea
acestora. Ministrul de Externe, Titus Corlatean, a declarat, duminica seara, ca autoritatile
romdne ar fi putut gestiona altfel situatia in cazul celui de-al doilea cetaiean roman mort
in Algeria daca ar fi fost informate ca acesta avea o problema de sanatate "serioasa",
care ii punea viata in pericol.

"As vrea sa prezint condoleante poporului roméan, familiilor victimelor atacului terorist de la In
Amenas. A fost o operatiune complexa si complicata. Armata a fost obligata sa intervina la fata
locului, la momentul oportun si pentru a elibera persoanele algeriene si straine si pentru a nu
exista precedent in negocierile cu terorigtii. Asadar, vreau sa prezint condoleante si pozitia clara
a Algeriei: fara negocieri cu terorigti, lupta implacabila contra terorismului", a spus ambasadorul
algerian.

El a subliniat faptul ca nu a existat o eroare de comunicare din partea autoritatilor algeriene.

"Noi le-am spus clar autoritatilor romane ca avem un decedat, trei eliberati si despre unul nu
avem informatji. Si cand am avut informatii cu privire la decesul celui de-al cincilea roméan, am
informat autoritatile romane", a punctat diplomatul.

El a sustinut ca autoritatile algeriene nu au nimic a-si reprosa.
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"In fata unei asemenea actiuni nu existd nationalitate. Toti oamenii care au fost la fata locului
sunt tratati egali, in fata Domnului, a legii, a constiintei umane. Algerieni, roméani, francezi, altii -
sunt toti egali. Nu exista niciunul mai pretios decét altul. Cand am intervenit, am intervenit ca
sa-i salvam pe toti", a subliniat ambasadorul.

Titus Corlatean a afirmat ca MAE a anuntat decesul celui de-al doilea roman atunci cand a avut
aceasta informatie "confirmata si certificata".

Aceasta informatie a fost confirmata ulterior, inclusiv aseara (sémbata seara -n.r.) am aflat pe
sursa occidentala ca era in spital. Ce am regretat a fost ca informatia care ne-a fost furnizata nu
a fost completa si nu ni s-a spus ca exista o problema de sanatate serioasa, care i-ar putea
pune in pericol viata, pentru ca daca stiam altfel gestionam, inclusiv comunicarea cu familia", a
afirmat Corlatean, referindu-se la cel de-al doilea roméan care si-a pierdut viata in Algeria.

In ceea ce priveste modul in care MAE a comunicat in situatia crizei ostaticilor din Algeria,
Corlatean a spus ca in astfel de situatii exista anumite proceduri, pe care ministerul le-a
respectat: "Sunt niste proceduri gi limite in astfel de situatii de criza si lucruri care nu trebuie
spuse pentru a nu pune in pericol vietile celor {inuti prizonieri si noi le-am respectat".

Ambasadorul Algeriei la Bucuresti a fost prezent luni, la Palatul Cotroceni, la reuniunea anuala
a ambasadorilor acreditati in Romania cu presedintele Traian Basescu.

Doi romani si-au pierdut viata in urma atacului terorist din Algeria, in timp ce alti trei s-au salvat.
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