Horsemeat scandal ! IKEA temporarily withdraws meatballs from Bucharest store
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IKEA has temporarily withdrawn meatballs from its Bucharest store in order to subject
them to supplementary verifications, after authorities in the Czech Republic found traces
of horsemeat in a batch of meatballs sold by the furniture producer, prompting the
company to pull the products from several European countries.

“The meatballs that tested positive for traces of horsemeat in the Czech Republic were never
put on sale in any IKEA restaurants (neither in Romania). The products were thoroughly verified
by our Swedish colleagues responsible for the products in IKEA stores along with our global
supplier. Nevertheless, we decided to temporarily pull the meatballs from the store in Baneasa
in order to subject them to supplementary verification,” Cornel Oprisa, IKEA Romania retail
manager, stated.

“We decided to subject the meatballs in Romania to supplementary verifications,” the IKEA
representative added. IKEA pulled the meatballs from several countries after Czech authorities
discovered traces of horsemeat in a batch of products. The countries concerned are the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, France, Sweden, Great Britain, Portugal, Italy, Netherlands,
Belgium, Spain, Greece, Cyprus and Ireland.

The company points out that two weeks ago it started to conduct DNA tests on all the meat
products it sells, 12 samples taken from different batches of merchandise testing negative for
horsemeat.

According to previously published data, IKEA sold 4.237 million meatballs in its restaurant in
Bucharest from September 2011 to August 2012. Romania was not notified through the Rapid
Alert System about the meatballs that tested positive for horsemeat sold in the Czech Republic
through the IKEA Group network, the National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority
(ANSVSA) announced on Monday.
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0 Scandalul carnii de cal ! IKEA a retras temporar de la vanzare chiftelutele de la
magazinul din Bucuresti

IKEA a retras temporar de la vanzare chiftelutele din magazinul din Bucuresti, pentru
verificarea suplimentara, dupa ce autoritatile din Cehia au gasit urme de carne de cal
intr-un lot de chiftelute comercializate de producatorul de mobila, determinand compania
sa opreasca vanzarea produselor in mai multe tari europene.

" Chiftelutele testate pozitiv cu urme de carne de cal din Republica Cehia nu au ajuns niciodata
la vanzare in vreun restaurant IKEA (nici in Roméania). Produsele au fost temeinic verificate de
catre colegii din Suedia responsabili pentru produsele din magazinele IKEA impreuna cu
furnizorul nostru global. Totusi, noi am decis scoaterea temporara a chiftelutelor de la vanzarea
din magazinul din Baneasa pentru verificarea suplimentara ", a declarat Cornel Oprisan, retail
manager IKEA Romania.

"Am decis verificarea suplimentara a chiftelutelor in Romania", a mai spus reprezentantul IKEA.

IKEA a retras chiftelutele de la vanzare din mai multe tari, dupa ce autoritatile din Cehia au
descoperit urme de carne de cal intr-un lot de produse. Tarile vizate sunt Cehia, Slovacia,

Ungaria, Franta, Suedia, Marea Britanie, Portugalia, Italia, Olanda, Belgia, Spania, Grecia,
Cipru si Irlanda.

Compania precizeaza ca a inceput cu doua saptamani in urma analiza ADN a tuturor
produselor din carne pe care le comercializeaza, iar 12 mostre extrase din loturi diferite de
marfa au inregistrat rezultate negative pentru carnea de cal.

Potrivit datelor publicate anterior, IKEA a vandut 4,237 milioane de chiftelute la restaurantul din
Bucuresti in perioada septembrie 2011 - august 2012.

Romaéania nu a fost notificata prin Sistemul Rapid de Alerta despre chiftelutele care contineau
carne de cal comercializate in Republica Ceha prin reteaua lkea Group, a anuntat luni
Autoritatea Nationala Sanitara Veterinara si pentru Siguranta Alimentelor (ANSVSA).
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