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Several skeletons dating from the Middle Ages, including the skeletons of a young
couple holding hands, were discovered by a team from the Cluj-Napoca Institute of
Archaeology and History of Art in the courtyard of a former Dominican monastery.

Main researcher Adrian Rusu from the Cluj-Napoca Institute of Archaeology and History of Art,
a specialist when it comes to the Middle Ages, stated on Thursday that several skeletons were
discovered during works conducted within the inner courtyard of the former Dominican
monastery in Cluj-Napoca. “Among them the skeletons of a young couple, the approximately
30-year-old man and woman being buried facing each other and holding hands.

It's a peculiar case, a kind of Romeo and Juliet. We discovered that the man died in an
accident, his sternum being broken by a blunt object, and the woman, who was buried with him,
probably had a heart attack on finding out the news. We have no other explanation. The
skeletons date back to the Middle Ages, the 1450-1550 period, being normal for there to be
burial sites around a church,” Rusu stated.

He stated that the team also discovered the partial skeleton of a child but also lower leg bones
belonging to a fourth skeleton. The works conducted by specialists from the Institute of
Archaeology and from the Cluj-based Transylvania’s National History Museum, are part of a
project to rehabilitate the former Dominican church in Cluj-Napoca, a monument dating back to
the 14t Century.

"Romeo si Julieta din epoca medievala". Scheletele a doi tineri care se tin de mana,
descoperite de arheologi la Cluj

Mai multe schelete, intre care cele a doi tineri care se tin de mana, din epoca medievala,
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au fost descoperite de catre o echipa a Institutului de Arheologie si Istoria Artei din
Cluj-Napoca in curtea unei foste manastiri dominicane.

Cercetatorul principal Adrian Rusu de la Institutul de Arheologie si Istoria Artei a Academiei
Romane din Cluj-Napoca, specialist in epoca medievala, a declarat, joi, ca, in cadrul unor
lucrari facute in curtea interioara a fostei manastiri dominicane din Cluj-Napoca, au fost
descoperite mai multe schelete.

"Printre acestea si cele apartinand unui cuplu de tineri de circa 30 de ani, barbat si femeie,
asezate fata in fata, care se {ineau de mana si care au fost ingropati impreuna. Este un caz
ciudat, un fel de Romeo si Julieta. Am descoperit ca barbatul a murit in urma unui accident, osul
sternului fiind spart de un obiect contondent, iar femeia, care a fost ingropata cu el, probabil ca
a facut infarct la aflarea vestii. Alta explicatie nu gasim. Scheletele apartin epocii medievale, din
perioada 1.450 - 1.550, fiind un lucru normal ca in jurul unei biserici sa se afle morminte", a
spus Rusu.

El a afirmat c&, in zona, a mai fost descoperit si scheletul unui copil, sectionat insa de o
fundatie, dar si oase din partea de jos a piciorului, apartinand unui al patrulea schelet.

Lucrarile efectuate de specialistii Institutului de Arheologie impreuna cu cei ai Muzeului National
de Istorie a Transilvaniei din Cluj-Napoca fac parte dintr-un proiect de restaurare a fostei
manastiri dominicane din Cluj-Napoca, monument istoric ce dateaza din secolul al XIV-lea.
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