European Commission blocks two programs worth 7 bin euros
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The European Commission (EC) will initiate the pre-blocking procedure for two more
operational sectoral programs (POS) — Transport and Competitiveness — and the
commissioner for Regional Development , Johannes Hahn will formally notify Bucharest
about this issue, diplomatic sources said, quoted by Gandul website. The decision was
made because of the frauds discovered about these programs, the sources explained.

EC also started the pre-suspension procedure for the POSDRU program at the beginning of
August, while the payments for the POS Transport and Competitiveness were interrupted on
July 1st. Once this mechanism is set in place, Bucharest authorities have two months to enforce
the EC recommendations aimed at solving the problems, otherwise funding gets suspended.

The announcement comes one month before the European Council that will discuss the EU
budget for 2014-2020 and places Romania in a difficult situation, as big contributors want
European money to be allocated depending on how effectively it is spent by each member
state.

For 2007-2013, the EU allotted Romania structural and cohesion funds worth 19.21 billion
euros. By 30 September 2012, the absorption rate was 9.7%, meaning 1.8 billion euros.

For POS Transport, during 2007-2013 the EU allotted Romania 4.56 billion euros, of which 295
million had been absorbed by 30 September, accounting for 6.46%. For Competitiveness, only
172 milion euros have been absorbed out of a total 2.55 billion (6.76%).

The EC will resume payments if Bucharest deals with the issues regarding the frauds committed
with European money.

Pierdem banii de la UE. Comisia Europeanid BLOCHEAZA doua programe de 7 MILIARDE
DE EURO

Comisia Europeana(CE) va declansa procedura de presuspendare a fondurilor pentru
alte doua Programe Operationale Sectoriale(POS) — Transport si Competitivitate -
urmand ca o instiintare oficiala a Bucurestiului in acest sens sa fie facuta de comisarul
pentru dezvoltare regionala, Johannes Hahn, in perioada urmatoare, au declarat, pentru
gandul, surse diplomatice. Motivul acestei decizii, asupra careia autoritatile romane au
fost avertizate la inceputul lui septembrie, sunt deficientele constatate in urma auditului,
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in special fraudele, au precizat aceleasi surse.

in afara de cele doua programe, procedura de presuspendare a fost declansata de Comisia
Europeana si in cazul POSDRU, la inceputul lunii august. Platile pentru POS Transport si
Competitivitate au fost intrerupte de la 1 iulie, procedura de presuspendare fiind urmatorul pas.
Odata pus in migscare acest mecanism, autoritatile de la Bucuresti sunt obligate ca in termen de

doua luni sa puna in aplicare recomandarile Comisiei Europene in privinta remedierii
deficientelor. Daca acest lucru nu se intampla, fondurile sunt suspendate.

Declansarea procedurii de presuspendare vine cu doar o luna inainte de Consiliul European in
care se va discuta despre bugetul UE pentru perioada 2014-2020 si pune Roméania intr-o

de eficienta cu care acestia sunt cheltuiti de statele membre.

Pentru perioada 2007-2013, UE a alocat Romaniei fondurilor structurale si de coeziune in
valoare de 19,21 miliarde de euro. Pana la data de 30 septembrie 2012, rata de absorbtie a
acestora a fost de 9,7%, adica 1,8 miliarde de euro.

Pentru POS Transport, in perioada 2007-2013, UE a alocat Romaniei 4,56 miliarde de euro, a
caror rata de absorbtie, la data de 30 septembrie a fost de 6,46%, insemnand 295 de milioane
de euro. Pentru Competitivitate, alocarile sunt 2,55 miliarde de euro, iar rata de absorbtie este
de 6,76%, respectiv 172 de milioane de euro.

Demersul Comisiei Europene vine in contextul in care, in urma cu cateva zile, presedintele CE,
Jose Manuel Barroso, i-a transmis premierului Victor Ponta ca planul de imbunatatire a
absorbtiei fondurilor europene, guvernului, trimis Bruxellesului in urma cu o luna, este ineficient
in masura in care ofera doar solutii pe termen scurt si punctuala fara a fi de natura sa rezolve
deficientele sistemice pe termen lung. Mai mult, s-a conditionat reluarea platilor de rezolvarea
problemelor legate de fraude.
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