British journalist says visit to Romania is like time travel, 100 years into the past
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A growing number of UK celebrities chose Romania as a retreat. First Prince Charles,
then famous interior designer Nicky Haslam. A Daily Mail journalist found an explanation
for this: when you come to Romania, you feel like you’ve gone 100 years into the past,
Antena 3 writes.

The Daily Mail article focuses mostly on the Maramures. “The countryside is ludicrously pretty
and the peasant way of life beguiling. Hay meadows full of rare wild orchids stretch up into
wooded hills, the pace of life doesn't get much faster than the two nags giving me a lift, and the
sense of getting away from it all is overpowering,” journalist Nick Maes writes.

“| felt I'd gone back 100 years when | came across four shepherds hunched under a temporary
bower of hazel twigs milking sheep. Their dogs, big, fluffy blighters, eyed me warily, but | was

the cagey one - these hardy mutts are bred to fight off wolves. They might look cute but they're
not for petting,” he adds. He was also pleasantly surprised by the hospitality of the locals, who

invited him to eat together.

They ate sarmale, doughnuts and drank apple brandy, which the journalist said was made in
one of the mini-distilleries in the village. The article also talks about peasants’ old trades in
Maramures: blacksmiths, farriers, weavers.

The article also recommends tourists to visit the Sapanta Merry Cemetery, where “brightly
painted and elaborately carved wooden grave markers affectionately display the lives of those
who have died.”

Un jurnalist britanic sustine ca o vizita in Romania e ca o calatorie in timp, 100 de ani in
trecut

Tot mai multe celebritati din Marea Britanie aleg Romania ca tara de refugiu. intai printul
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Charles, apoi celebrul designer de decoratiuni interioare Nicky Haslam. Un jurnalist de la
Daily Mail a gasit si explicatia acestor preferinte: cand vii in Romania simti ca te-ai intors
o suta de ani in timp, scrie Antena 3.

Articolul din Daily Mail face o analiza pe zona Maramuresului. "Zona este frumoasa, iar stilul
de viata al taranilor incantator. Fanetele pline de orhidee salbatice rare se intind pana la
dealurile impadurite, ritmul vietii este foarte lent, iar senzatia de a scapa de tot si de toate este
coplesitoare”, scrie jurnalistul Nick Maes.

in reportaj, el se arata incantat de experienta de la o stana. "Am crezut cd m-am intors cu 100
de ani in timp cand m-am intanit cu patru ciobani care mulgeau oile sub un umbrar. Cainii lor
mari m-au privit cu precautie, dar eu am fost cel rezervat - acesti cani sunt facuti pentru a se
lupta cu lupii", scrie Maes. El a fost placut surprins si de ospitalitatea ciobanilor, care I-au invitat
la masa. Au mancat sarmale, gogosi si au baut tuica de mere. Tuica despre care precizeaza ca
este facuta in "minidistileriile” din sat. in articol se face referire sila meseriile taranilor, pastrate
in zona Maramuresului: fierari, potcovari, tesatori.

Daily Mail recomanda si vizitarea Cimitirului vesel de la Sapanta, "pictat in culori vii si ale caror
pietre de mormant spun povestea celor inmormanti acolo, intr-o maniera umoristica".
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