International media: Ponta, accused of plagiarism. Accusations raise doubts about anti-corruption fight
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The prestigious magazine Nature reports that PM Victor Ponta is accused of having
plagiarized more than half of his 2003 PhD thesis called “International Criminal Court.”
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung publishes a similar article, in which the Romanian PM is
compared to former Hungarian President Pall Scmitt and ex German Defense Minister
Karl-Theodor zu Guttemberg. President Traian Basescu made ironic references about
Ponta’s PhD: “When you’re a doctor in law, you’re cool. Dottore!”

“Prime Minister Victor Ponta has been accused of copying large sections of his 2003 PhD
thesis in law from previous publications, without proper reference. If the charges are
substantiated, they could spark public pressure for Ponta to resign, say political insiders. The
allegations are also raising fresh doubts about the government’s ability to tackle corruption in
the higher-education system,” Nature writes.

The thesis was republished with very minor amendments as a Romanian-language book in
2004, and also forms the basis of a 2010 book on liability in international humanitarian law. A
former PhD student of Ponta’s, Daniela Coman, is named as co-author of the books.
Substantial sections of text in all three publications seem to be identical, or almost so, to
material in monographs written in Romanian by law scholars Dumitru Diaconu and Vasile Cretu.
They also feature direct Romanian translations of parts of an English-language publication by
law scholar lon Diaconu.

Supervisor was Adrian Nastase

Ponta obtained his PhD from the University of Bucharest while acting as Secretary of State in
the government of an earlier prime minister, Adrian Nastase — who was also his PhD
supervisor, Nature writes.

A similar article about Ponta’s alleged plagiarism was published by Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung. The German publication compares Ponta to ex Hungarian President Pall Schmitt and
former German Defense Minister Karl-Theodor zu Guttemberg. Both officials resigned after
being accused of plagiarism.
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“The evidence of plagiarism is overwhelming,” Marius Andruh, a chemist at the University of
Bucharest and president of the Romanian council for the recognition of university diplomas, told
Nature. If the allegations are borne out, “a serious discussion is needed in Romania and abroad
to prevent this in the future,” says Andruh.

“l understand that in law studies it can be necessary to copy extensive legal articles and
definitions,” says Paul Dragos Aligica, a Romanian political scientist at George Mason
University in Arlington, Virginia. But Ponta’s alleged plagiarism “goes way beyond that. It's
astonishing”, he adds. Ponta did not respond to Nature’s request for comment on the
allegations, and Coman could not be contacted.

Nature magazine is one of the most respected and prestigious scientific magazines in the world.
The publication also wrote about the plagiarism accusations faced by former Education Minister
in Ponta Cabinet, loan Mang.

Basescu: You’'re cool. Dottore!

President Traian Basescu made ironic comments about Ponta’s PhD in law. Basescu criticized
Ponta for not informing him about plans to move the Romanian Cultural Institute from the
president’s authority to that of the senate, saying that this shows lack of respect and adding,
“When you’re a doctor in law, you’re cool. Dottore!”

Presa Internationala: Ponta, ACUZAT DE PLAGIAT. Acuzatiile ridica dubii referitoare la
combaterea coruptiei !

Jurnalistii de la celebra revista Nature informeaza ca premierul Victor Ponta este acuzat
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ca ar fi plagiat mai mult de jumatate din lucrarea de doctorat intitulata "Curtea Penala
Internationala”, pe care a sustinut-o in 2003. De asemenea, Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung publica un articol asemanator, in care il compara pe premierul roman cu fostul
presedinte maghiar Pall Schmitt si fostul ministru german al Apararii, Karl-Theodor zu
Guttemberg. Presedintele Traian Basescu a facut referiri ironice, saptamana trecuta, in
legatura cu calitatea de doctor in drept a premierului Victor Ponta: "Cand esti doctor in
drept, esti tare. Dottore!".

"Premierul Victor Ponta a fost acuzat ca a copiat largi sectiuni ale tezei de doctorat in drept din
2003, fara a cita sursele bibliografice corespunzatoare. Daca acuzatiile se vor dovedi
intemeiate, ar putea ap&rea presiuni publice pentru demisia lui Ponta... in plus, acuzatiile ridicd
noi dubii in legatura cu capacitatea Guvernului de combatere a coruptiei in invatamantul
superior", scrie revista Nature.

"Acuzatiile ridica noi semne de intrebare legate de capacitatea guvernului de a lupta impotriva
coruptiei in educatie", scrie in articolul din Nature.

"Mai mult, lucrarea a fost republicata cu foarte mici modificari intr-un volum in 2004, si de
asemenea formeaza baza unei carti din 2010, al carei co-autor este o fosta studenta a lui
Ponta, Daniela Coman. Parti substantiale din cele trei texte par identice sau aproape identice cu
texte aparute in volumele profesorilor de drept Dumitru Diaconu (Diaconu, D. Curtea Penala
Internationla, Istorie si Realitate (Editura All Beck, 1999) si Vasile Cretu Cretu, V. Drept
International Penal (Editura Tempus, 1996). De asemenea, apar traduceri in romana ale unor
parti dintr-o carte publicata in limba engleza de profesorul lon Diaconu Diaconu, |. The
International Criminal Court: A New Stage (Nicolae Titulescu Romanian Inst. International
Studies, 2002)", scrie Nature.

Supervizorul lucrarii a fost Adrian Nastase

"Ponta si-a obtinut doctoratul la Universitatea Bucuresti in timp ce era Secretar de Stat in
cabinetul Adrian Nastase, care a fost si supervizorul lucrarii sale de doctorat", scrie Nature.

Un articol similar legat de presupusul plagiat al premierului Victor Ponta a fost publicat si de
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. Ziarul german il compara pe Ponta cu fostul presedinte maghiar
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Pall Schmitt si fostul ministru german al Apararii, Karl-Theodor zu Guttemberg. Ambii demnitari
straini au demisionat dupa ce fusesera acuzati de plagiat

"Indiciile privind plagiatul sunt mai mult decat evidente", afirma, pentru Nature, Marius Andruh,
profesor la Universitatea din Bucuresti si presedintele Consiliului roman pentru recunoasterea
diplomelor universitare.

Daca acuzatiile se vor dovedi reale, "in Romania si in strainatate vor trebui organizate dezbateri
serioase pentru evitarea unor astfel de situatji", considera Andruh.

"<<Inteleg ca in studiile de drept poate fi necesar sa copiezi articole mari de lege si definitii. Dar
acest caz merge mult prea departe. E uimitor>>, spune Paul Dragos Aligica de la George
Mason University din Arlington, Virginia. Ponta nu a raspuns cererilor Nature de a comenta
acuzatiile", scrie revista Nature.

Nature a relatat si despre acuzatiile de plagiat la adresa fostului ministru al Educatiei in
Cabinetul Ponta, loan Mang.

Nature, una dintre cele mai respectate reviste stiintifice

Revista NATURE, care a publicat un articol despre un posibil plagiat al premierul Victor Ponta,
este cotata ca o revista stiinifica interdisciplinara de renume, jurnalul numarandu-se printre cele
mai citate din lume.

Nature a relatat si despre acuzatiile de plagiat la adresa fostului ministru al Educatiei in
Cabinetul Ponta, loan Mang. Aceeasi revista publica in ianuarie 2011 un interviu cu fostul
ministru al Educatiei in Cabinetul Emil Boc, Daniel Funeriu.

Basescu: Esti tare. Dottore!

4/5



International media: Ponta, accused of plagiarism. Accusations raise doubts about anti-corruption fight

Written by Administrator
Tuesday, 19 June 2012 08:54 - Last Updated Tuesday, 19 June 2012 05:37

Presedintele Traian Basescu a facut referiri ironice, in cateva randuri, saptamana trecuta, in
legatura cu calitatea de doctor in drept a premierului Victor Ponta. Basescu I-a criticat pe
premierul Victor Ponta ca nu |-a anuntat, macar telefonic, inainte de sedinta de Guvern, despre
mutarea ICR de sub coordonarea sefului statului, afirmand ca aceasta denota o lipsa de
respect, si adaugand: "Cand esti doctor in drept, esti tare. Dottore!".
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