Tough warning from Germany: Romania, threatened to be suspended from European Council!
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The head of Christian Democrat MEPs will initiate procedures to suspend Romania from
the European Council for “lacking minimum standards for the functioning of rule of law,”
Adevarul writes.

MEP Markus Ferber, head of the German delegation (CSU-CDU) in the European Parliament,
told Adevarul Europe that he will initiate procedures for unprecedented sanctions against
Romania because of threats to rule of law. “I am extremely worried by the Romanian situation.
What is happening goes against the spirit and principles of the European Union. | will contact
the European Commission and European institutions to make all necessary steps in order to
suspend Romania’s votes in the European Council, for failing to assure minimum standards for
the functioning of rule of law,” Ferber said.

Schengen accession endangered

According to the Germany MEP, this will not be an easy procedure, as it also needs a vote in
the European parliament. Ferber said he was disappointed by the stance taken by Socialists
and Liberals, who refused to organize a plenary debate on what goes on in Romania. When
asked whether European commission monitoring of the justice system should continue, given
the circumstances, Ferber replied, “Definitely yes. It is necessary for this control to continue.”

The German MEP also criticized politicians’ failure to comply with Constitutional Court
decisions, saying that this is something unconceivable in Germany. He added that his country
always supported Romania over Schengen accession, but this objective has come under doubt
as well.

Suspension of a country’s right to vote in the European Council can be initiated by the
European Commission, with the EP approval, but also by MEPs by vote or by several member
states.

Socialists join criticism
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While Socialists sided with the Ponta cabinet until yesterday, they began criticizing the situation
as well. Susanne Kastner, head of the Bundestag’s defense committee, told Deutsche Welle:
“The justice system, must remain independent. USL should respect these rules because
anything else means a step taken the wrong way.”

Who is Markus Ferber

Ferber is co president of the Germany delegation to EP and is a member of the CSU-CDU, the
political coalition of German chancellor Angela Merkel, affiliated with the EPP. He has been an
MEP for 18 years, he was involved in Romania’s EU accession and had tough stances on the
lack of results of the fight against corruption in Romania. Four years ago, Ferber said in an
interview to Deutsche Welle that because of political evolutions at the time — the dismissal of
Monica Macovei as justice minister and the previous attempt to impeach President Traian
Basescu, Romania risked having its access to EU funds blocked.

AVERTISMENT DUR din partea Germaniei: Romania, amenintata cu SUSPENDAREA din
CE!

Liderul eurodeputatilor crestin-democrati germani va initia procedura de suspendare a
Romaniei din Consiliul European pentru ,lipsa standardelor minime functionarii statului
de drept, scrie Adevarul.

Eurodeputatul Markus Ferber, presedinte al delegatiei Germaniei (CSU-CDU), din Parlamentul
European, bun cunoscator al scenei politice romanesti, a declarat, in exclusivitate, pentru
L<Adevarul" Europa, ca va initia demersurile pentru o sanctiune fara precedent impotriva
Romaniei din cauza pericolelor care ameninta statul de drept. ,Sunt extrem de ingrijorat in
legatura cu situatia din Roméania. Ceea ce se intdmpla este impotriva spiritului si principiilor
Uniunii Europene. Voi contacta Comisia Europeana si institutiile europene pentru a face toti
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pasii necesari in vederea suspendarii voturilor Romaniei din Consiliul European, pentru lipsa
asigurarii standardelor minime functionarii statului de drept”, a declarat Ferber.

Aderarea la Schengen, in pericol

Potrivit eurodeputatului german, procedura nu va fi una usoara, fiind nevoie de vot in
Parlamentul European. Ferber se arata dezamagit de pozitia socialistilor si a liberalilor, care au
refuzat o dezbatere in plen, la Strasbourg, pe tema situatiei din Romania. intrebat dac4, in
astfel de conditii, monitorizarea Comisiei Europene asupra justitiei romanesti ar trebui
continuata, eurodeputatul german a spus: ,,Categoric, da. Este necesar ca un control sa
continue", a spus Ferber, referindu-se apoi si la nerespectarea deciziilor Curtii Constitutionale.

,In Germania, nerespectarea unei decizii a Curtji Constitutionale este de neconceput. Cum s
faci asa ceva? Este imposibil!", a afirmat eurodeputatul german. Germania a fost unul dintre
aliatii Romaniei in privinta admiterii in spatiul Schengen, insa Ferber apreciaza ca si acest
obiectiv este pus acum sub semnul intrebarii. ,Exista ingrijorari serioase in Germania", a
adaugat eurodeputatul german. Suspendarea voturilor in Consiliul European poate fi initiata de
Comisia Europeana cu avizul Parlamentului, dar si de catre parlamentari, prin vot, sau la
initiativa mai multor state membre.

Sar si socialistii

Daca pana ieri se situau de partea Guvernului Ponta, socialigtii europeni incep si ei sa critice
situatia din Roméania. Susanne Kastner, presedintele Comisiei de aparare a Bundestagului, a
declarat pentru Deutsche Welle: ,Justitia trebuie sa raméana independenta. USL ar face bine sa
respecte aceste reguli fiindca orice altceva inseamna un pas catre o directie gresita". Un alt
parlamentar german, Gunther Krichbaum, a declarat: ,Situatia depaseste, sub aspect negativ,
tot ce s-a intdamplat pana acum in Ungaria".

Cine este Markus Ferber

Markus Ferber este copresedinte al delegatiei Germaniei in Parlamentul European si face parte
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din CSU-CDU, coalitia politica a cancelarului german Angela Merkel, afiliata Partidului Popular
European. Este europarlamentar de 18 ani, a fost implicat in procesul de aderare al Romaniei la
UE, a avut pozitii dure legate de lipsa rezultatelor in lupta impotriva coruptiei din Romania.
Exact acum patru ani, pe 3 iulie 2008, eurodeputatul german avertiza, intr-un interviu pentru
Deutsche Welle, ca, din cauza evolutiilor politice la acel moment - demiterea Monicai Macovei si

precedenta incercare de suspendare a presedintelui Romaniei -, sa-i fie blocate fondurile
europene.
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