German envoy has tough message for Ponta: Romania must regain the lost confidence
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Germany’s ambassador to Romania Andreas Von Mettenheim said Romania is currently
facing he difficult situation of having to regain the lost political and economic confidence
and that this is also necessary for the country to reach its foreign policy objectives,
Mediafax reports.

“In the last five years, Romanian institutions have been through a modernization process that
had a decisive contribution to building confidence on the Romanian market. Today, it's
important to continue this modernization process with determination so that - and this is our
shared interest — Romania values its great potential and is able to meet its citizens’ desire for a
pluralistic, democratic, supportive society, based on rule of law. For this purpose and for meting
the priority objectives of foreign policy, trust is needed. Romania is currently facing a difficult
situation, that of regaining the lost political and economic confidence,” the German envoy said
Wednesday evening during an event marking ten years since the creation of the
Romanian-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

The ambassador also said that recent decisions by several German companies to invest in
Romania are a capital of confidence that must not be let down.

The German official added that over the last ten years, the 500 companies that are part of the
German-Romanian Chamber of Commerce have achieved “an impressive and strategically
valuable balance sheet” consisting of 200,000 jobs in Romania and an inflow of German capital
of about seven billion Euro.

The Chamber of Commerce anniversary event was also attended by PM Victor Ponta, as well
as Anne Ruth Herkes, secretary of state with the German Ministry for Economy and

Technology.

Mesaj dur al ambasadorului Germaniei pentru Ponta: Romania trebuie sa redobandeasca
increderea pierduta
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Ambasadorul Germaniei la Bucuresti, Andreas Von Mettenheim, a declarat ca in prezent
Romania se confrunta cu situatia dificila de a redobéandi increderea politica si economica
pierduta, aceasta fiind necesara si pentru atingerea obiectivelor de politica externa ale
tarii, scrie Mediafax.

"In ultimii cinci ani, institutiile romanesti au strab&tut un proces de modernizare care a contribuit
in mod decisiv la cladirea increderii in piata roméaneasca. Astazi, este important sa continuam
acest proces de modernizare cu hotarare si determinare pentru ca - si acesta este interesul
nostru comun - Romania sa-si valorifice marele potential si sa poata indeplini dezideratele
cetatenilor sai legate de o societate pluralista, democratica, solidara, bazata pe statul de drept.
in acest scop, ca de altfel si pentru atingerea obiectivelor sale prioritare care tin de politica
externa, este nevoie de incredere. Actualmente, Roméania se confrunta cu o situatie dificila,
aceea de a redobandi increderea politica si economica pierduta”, a declarat ambasadorul
german, intr-un discurs sustinut miercuri seara la un eveniment de marcare a 10 ani de la

infiintarea Camerei de comeri si industrie romano-germane.

De asemenea, ambasadorul Von Mettenheim a aratat in continuare ca deciziile recente ale mai
multor companii germane de a investi in Romania reprezinta un capital de incredere care nu
trebuie dezamagit. "Prin urmare, deciziile investitionale mai recente ale unor companii germane,
si acestea sunt in numar surprinzator de mare, au semnificatia unui capital de incredere care nu
se vrea dezamagit", a afirmat ambasadorul.

El a argumentat si ca "economia si politica sunt indivizibil legate intre ele". "Deoarece
fundamentul relatiilor si al afacerilor noastre il reprezinta, nu in ultimul rand, valorile si principiile
comune care ne unesc la nivelul Uniunii Europene si pe care suntem chemati sa le aparam atat
in exterior, cét si in interior", a spus Von Mettenheim.

Oficialul german a precizat ¢4, in ultimii 10 ani, cele 500 de companii membre ale Camerei de
comert si industrie roméano-germane au realizat "un bilant impresionant si de valoare
strategica", reprezentat de peste 200.000 de locuri de munca realizate in Romania, precum i
un aport de capital german de circa 7 miliarde de euro.

La evenimentul de aniversare a Camerei de comeri si industrie romano-germane au mai fost
prezenti si premierul Victor Ponta, precum si Anne Ruth Herkes, secretar de stat in cadrul
Ministerului federal pentru Economie si Tehnologie.
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